An’rlblohc Resustance

o Antibiotic resistance is the ability of bacteria to
resist the effects of an antibiotic — the bacteria
are not killed.

o Resistant bacteria survive exposure to the
antibiotic and continue to multiply, potentially
causing more harm and spreading to other
people.

o Overuse and misuse of antibiotics promote the
development of antibiotic-resistant bacteria.
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Up to 50% of An’nblo’nc Use is lnapproprla’re
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O Antibiotics are:

o Given when they are not needed
o Continued when they are no longer necessary

o Given at the wrong dose

O Broad spectrum agents are used to treat very
susceptible bacteria.

o The wrong antibiotic is given to treat an
infection.
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Documented Harms of Anhblo’rlc Use/Misuse
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o Getting an antibiotic increases a patient’s
chance of becoming colonized or infected with
a resistant organism.

O Increasing use of antibiotics increases the
prevalence of resistant bacteria in hospitals.

0 Antibiotic resistance increases mortality.
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Proven Beneflts of Improvmg Anhblotlc Use

O Reduces resistance
O Improves infection cure rates
O Saves money

O Improving antibiotic use is a public health
imperative — antibiotics are the only drug
where use in one patient can impact
effectiveness in another.
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O A CDC
published online February 29 will show
Vermont as “in the red” because only 7% of
hospitals had antibiotic stewardship programs
that included all of the CDC-recommended

core elements:

o Leadership commitment o Tracking
o Accountability O Reporting
0 Drug expertise a Education
O Action
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Annblohc Stewa rdshnp Prog rams
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o Designed to reduce antibiotic usage through
guidelines, education, and monitoring and
feedback to prescribers.

o In particular, Vermont hospitals need access to
the expertise of an infectious disease-trained
physician and pharmacist fo guide stewardship
efforts.
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